That owing to a greater amount of stricture in the strangulation of external hernia, the intestine may die within 8 or 10 hours; but in internal obstruction, where the pressure is less acute, it is rare to find in general run of cases death from gangrene and its symptoms within so short a period. It will be preposterous therefore to suppose iu the present instance collapse to have been caused by early supervention of grangrene, for although the patient was not seen earlier, and consequently his condition just after the accident was not known, yet there was no doubt of the existence of marked depression in him at the time when he came under our observation. Moreover, the previous hittary, the age of the patient, the suddenness of the symptoms, anil the rapid death, are all favorable to the occurrence of perforation. The tympanitic state of the abdomen was due to effusion of of gas and focces in the peritoneal cavity through the rent caused in the intestine.
It has been urged by my colleagues that the obstinate costiveness is not observed in cases of perforation, for enough of continuity of surface is still preserved to allow the gas and the foecal matter to find their way from one part of the tube to the other. In opposition to this, I may assert that although this is practicable at the commencement, the effusion and accumulation of gas in the peritoneum afterwards becomes so great as to produce collapse of the intestine, and we can well understand how fluid will entirely run out of a tube through a hole made in its wall when it is made to traverso it from one end to the other, not by a rapid, but by a slow, peristaltic action.
As the want of post-mortem examination in the present case has left its nature a disputed point, I would take the liberty to invite the opinion of our brethren in the profession to cite instances in favor of one or of other diagnosis verified by the post-mortem examination.
Nagpore City Hospital, 10th February, 1869.
